Memmorial No. 122

John Kidd’s Will (1851)

A memorial to be Registered pursuant to the statute in that case made & provided of the last Will & Testament of the late John Kidd, in his lifetime of the Township of Beckwith.  In the name of God, Amen, I John Kidd of the Township of Beckwith in the County of Lanark, in the district of Bateunshaw & Province of Canada, yeoman, Considering the uncertainty of this emortal life & being of sound and perfect mind & memory, blessed be Almighty God for the same, do make & publish this my last Will & Testament in manner following (that is to say) I leave & bequeath unto my son Andrew one yoke of oxen, one cow & four sheep to receive them in five years after my death, - 2 I leave & bequeath unto my dear wife Margaret Kidd all my Real Estate to enjoy the same during the minority of my son James, also my dear wife to have  any debts, crops, stock, farming implements, household furniture, subject to the forgoing & following legacies, which I do hereby declare shall be paid by my said Wife, - 3 I give & bequeath unto my son Thomas, two cows, six sheep, provisions & seed to the amount of five pounds as he requires it when setting on his farm_4th I leave & bequeath unto my son John the sum of one hundred pounds to be paid in five installments, the first to be paid five years after my death & annually twenty pounds until paid provided he remains a good man & behaves himself to his mother for four years if not to only leave fifty pounds.  5th  I also give and bequeath to my son Richard the sum of fifty pounds to be paid in three installments to commence when my son John is paid, provided he remains a good Boy & behaves himself to his  mother till the period he is paid up, if not, to be at his mother’s discretion to give him what she pleases.  6th I leave & bequeath to my two sons Eli & James the West Half of Lot No. 21 in the Sixth Concession of the said Township when James comes to the age of twenty one & then one sell to the other at fair valuation of two persons mutually chosen, Nevertheless if Eli or James do not survive until they get possession the survivor to have the whole by paying twenty five pounds, to be shared equally between my daughters, Jane, Maria, Margaret, & Eliza.  7th I give & bequeath to my sons Joseph & Edward the east half of lot twenty one in the said concession in the said township & that my said sons be under the same restrictions as the before mentioned West half.

When my dear wife’s time expires in giving of the said West & East half of the before as named _

Lot, of Land it is in ordered by me that she receive yearly during her natural life, Five pounds from the West Half & three pounds from the east half besides the privilege of the front room on the first floor in the stone house to live in if my dear wife wishes to remain on the farm, If Eli remains with his mother & behaves himself until the children be brought up, then to share provisions & seed to the amount of if he does not stay with his mother to help her to only have fifty pounds.  8th I give & bequeath to my son William twelve pounds two shillings to help to set him forward in business after learning some trade.  9th I give & bequeath to my sons George & Wesley if they settle in Beckwith provisions & seed to the amount of two pounds tens shilling each, 10th I give & bequeath unto my daughters, Jane, Maria, Margaret, & Eliza the sum of one pound each.  There being some debts due by me I do hereby order that my dear wife shall pay the same provided it is not paid in my lifetime.  In order that this my said last will & testament may be carried into effect & properly attended to I do hereby appoint Thomas Kidd of the Township of Montague in the District & County aforesaid Yeoman & Thomas Garland of the Township of Goulburn in the District of Dalhousie & County of Carleton, yeoman, Executor of this my last Will & Testament.   In writing where of I the said John Kidd leave hereunto set my hand & seal at my house in Beckwith this nineteenth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eighteen hundred & fifty.

Signed, Sealed published

Declared by the above named                                                               Signed by John Kidd- his mark

John Kidd to be his last will

Scribed our names as witnesses

John Younghusband

John McDiarmid

Thomas Toole

                                      Codicil

I further add, it being my Will, I order that if Eli, my son does not remain with his mother until the rest of the children reared for James to have the whole of the West half of the said lot by paying to my son Eli fifty pounds. Which said will is witnessed by John Younghusband  John (X his mark) Kidd, John McDiarmid & Thomas Toole all of the said Township, Beckwith  yeomen.

And this memorial thereof is hereby required to be Registered by me John Kidd one of the legatees therein named as witness my hand & seal this nineteenth day of March in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred & fifty one.

Signed & Sealed                                                           John Kidd  (Seal)

In the presence of

John McDiarmid

Ewen  MCEwen

